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To thoſe Inhabitants of Aſhford, and 


the adjacent Pariſhes, who attend 


pon the Miniſtry of My. Thomas 


James. 


HE Occaſion of my writing this Epiſtle to 
you at this time, ariſeth from the Confidera- 
tion of two Books written by T. F. The one 
inrituled, .Spira's Deſpair revived, The other 
called, A Vindication of that Part of it which is 

challenged by the Anabaptiſts, 8c. which is a pretended An- 
ſwer to a Book written by F. W. in Anſwer to his firſt 
Book, @&c. the Jatter of which he dedicates to you. 

In which Book he brings you in as Parties wich him, in 
confederacy againſt that Pcople; as making you to have 
an equal, if nor a greater Intereſt than him, in chat Pae 
per-War he hath raiſed againſt them. 

And ſeeing it hath pleaſed God ( by his good Provi- 
dence ) to pur it into the Hearts of our King, and borh 
Houſes of Pa;liament, to give us the free Exerciſe of our 
Religion by Law, ( which we eſteem as a grear Mercy } 
it was a wonder ro me to read ſuch ſcurrilous and re- 
proachful Language, againſt thoſe of our Perſwaſion;z and 
the more, for that it proceeds from one who 1s himſelf a 
Difenter from the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Land, and 
a Teacher of a Presbyrerian Congregation. And to find 
him publiſhing to the World, that the Inhabirancs of 4ſ#- 
Jord, and divers other Pariſhes, did join ifſue with him ir 
ſo doing z jr ſeems to befpeak burlittle Senſe of the Good- 
neſs of God, and of our Rulers, in the Liberty you cnjoy. 

Now whereas thoſe Miniſters that arc of the Epiſcopal 
Perſwaſton, do e1ve vs Civil Treatment, and do not con- 
cern themſelves to diſturb our Peace and Quier, much leſs 
to reproach and abuſe us: I was conſidering what thould 
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move Mr. Thomas James to att as he hath done: Andart laſt 
I concluded ic muſt ce: :ainly proceed from that very Spi- 
rit and Principle of :1c firſt founder of your Se&, Mr. 
Fabu Calvin, who yurnt the Rooks of Serretus, a Learned 
Baptiſt z and afterwards perſwaded the Magiſtrates of Ge- 
ntv4 to burn him alive. Which Sentence was executed 
upon him, as Caſtellio reſtifies (who was a Cuntemporary 
with him) in theſe words; Michael Servetus was ournt 
alzve for his Opirio, at Geneva, Anno 1553, upon the 25th 
day of QRober. 

And yer, as one well obſcrves, Mr. Caltin did acknow- 
ledg chis of him, That he was a Learned and a Charita- 
ble Man. | 

Notwithſtanding this, he wrote a Book to juſtify their 
putting him to death, as a Man whoſe Books were full of 
Errors. Which Book was ſufficiently confured by the 
Learned Caſtellio, where he alſo ſhews that the Reaſon why 

| Calumn procured his Death, was this, leſt rhe excellent 
Parts and Learning of Serverus ſhould have cclipſed the 
Glory of Calrin, and prevented him from being the Head 
of a Party. And yer Caſtello was not a Baptiſt. 

Now if Mr. Zames ſhould have imbibed the ſame perſe- 
cuting Principles, it is no wonder to find ſo much Rancour 
of Spirit appear in him againſt the Bapriſts in our Days, 
as he hath expreſſed in theſe rwo Treatiſes, I ſpeak not 
this, as if I meant to accuſe the whole Party; for I- 
know that divers of them are meliorated, and have mani- 
feſted chemſelves ro be Men of betier and more peaceable 
Principles. Bur ſeeing there are ſome young Men of ano- 
ther mini, I chought ic not amiſs to give you a Caution 
againſt ir, remembring what an honeſt old Presbyterian 
Miniſter ſaid once to ſome others of his Brethren, whe 
met to ordain chree young Minifters who had declared 
themſelves for this perſecuting Principle 3 fairch he, © I 

""<« will have no hand iv cheir Ordination, for there are 
&« Firebrands enough in rhe World already ; and ( if ir 
<« pleaſe God ) I will have no hand in ſending more, for 
& ſuch as hey are enough to (ct the World 1n a Flame 
« where-ever they come. 

And IT fear your young Man may be of that number. I 
pray ler me ask youa few civil Queſtions ; which I defire 
you £o propound to him, and do you demand of him par- 
ticular and diſtin Anſwers thcreunto. 1, Whe- 
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1. Whether Mr. James doth not believe the Epiſcopal 
Church of England to be a rrue Church ? and their Tea- 
chers to be true Miniſters ? 

2. Whether he doth not own their Baptiſm and Ord1- 
nation to be true and valid ? 

3» Whether he doth not think it lawful for you to go to 
their publick Worſhip, and attend upon their Miniſtry in 
their Parochial Aﬀemblies ; rather than ſuffer Impriſon- 
ment, and the loſs of your Eſtates? And if this be ſo, 

Then, 4. what can be the Motive to excite Thomas 
FZames to keep up a Separation from rhe eſtabliſhed Church 
of England, now in a Time of Peace? unleſs ir be ro get 
_ livelihood for himſelf, than he could otherwiſe 
obtain. 

5. Whether the fear of lofing ſome of his Auditors, or 
being hindred from an increaſe of their Number, by 
which his Income might be diminiſhed, —_ not be 
the great Motive which excired him to ſuch a fooliſh way 
of ſcribling againſt the Baptiſts ? 

6. Whether it doth not therefore highly concern you, 
to make a diligent Enquiry into the Word of God, and ex- 
amine his Doarines thereby, that you may ſee whether 
they agree with the Do&rine and Praftice of the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriftians, leſt y ou ſhould be cheated, both 
of your Money and of your Souls? 

I Now, Sirs, if a prejudicate Opinion doth not 1nterpoſe, 

| I doubt not but it may be ſaid of you as of thoſgyn As 
I3. 48. TeTayp{wo cis, you arc diſpoſed to eternal Life : 
And then there will be ſome hope, you will give credit to 
the Authority of God, in the Goſpel of his dear Sun, 
and be willing to learn what may be raughc you. 

Had notMr. James oppoſed us in the Point of Holy Bap- 
tiſm, I had not concerned my ſelf with him, believing he 
was ſufficiently confured abour his Calummies againſt our 
Friends at Aſbjord by another hand. 

I ſhall therefore (for the ſake of Truth) uſe my endea- 
your to elucidate the Point in controverſy, that you may 
have a more clear and diſtin& knowledyg of it. | 

Neither you nor ycur Teacher, ought to think 1c below 
you to be inſtruted in any Goſpel-Truth, bur receive ic 
with meekneſs and humiliry ; and be thankful ro chem rhat 
wyll rake the pains to do it. 
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For Apol!os, who was a great Preacher, and a Man 
mighty in the Holv Scriprures, did nor diſdain that a Wo- 
man ſhould inftrut him ia the Way of God more per- 
tealy, Ads 18. 24, 25, <6. 

And for your betrer underitanding the Point in Con- 
troverſy, I ſhall do theſc three things. 


I. Shew \ ou, tha: Brpriſm 15 ro he afAminiſtred *by Dip- 
ping, Plunging, or overwhelming the Perſon in Warer. 

I. Thac true penirenc Believers ere the righr Subje&s 
of Bapriim. 

[T. That rhe Ordinance of Biptiſm is now in being, 
and js to conrinue to che End of this World. 


I I ſhall ſhew thar Bapriſm muſt be admiviſtred by 
Dipping, &c. if we conſider theſe four things. 

1. The Erymology, or Signification of the Word, the 
Holy Spiricuſes co expreſs ic by. 

2. Time Metaphors uſcd in Holy Scriprure, to repre» 
ſenc it ©: 6ur Underſtanding. 
3+ From the Practice of the firſt Baprizers. 

4+ From the grand Commithon of our Saviour, Mat, 
28, 13. 

1. Fr:m the Erymclogy, or Signification of the Word. 

The woru Baptiſm, 1s from the Greek fa]iCo, to dip. 
Baptiſng, a Dipping 3 from fx]s, Bate, to dip, plunge, 
or droFn. It 1mplieth the waſhing of the whole Body 3; 
even ſuch a waſhing as is uſed in Bucks, where Linen is 
plunged and dipt. For rhe naxive and proper figrification 
of ir, is co Gip inc Warer, or to plunge under Water 3 
ſee Lri?!''s C. i:ica Sana 

Ic is a Metaphor takxeu from the uſe of the Dycrs Vat ; 
and is ſuch a Dipping, by which rhe Clorh pur 1nto ir 1s 
dyed, and not a bare waſhing o::ly 3; from whence comerh 
Bpciſm. | 

Zeppores de Sacramintis faich, Baw]iou®r, Bapriſm; ff 
woes notatioutn attendere velimts, vacibuium Baptijmi mirſi3- 
nem ſgnficat in aquam, &c, If we wr attend to the No- 
tation of che word Baptiſea, it f1,nifcs ro dip into Warer 3 
or the A it {cf of Dipping and Waſhing, From hence 
therefore, and from che Erymology of the Word ir felt, it 
doth appear what was the Cufto:n of adminiſtring dep 
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eiſm from the beginning. Whereas now ( faith he ) we 
rarher uſe Rantiſm (viz, Sprinkling) in the ſtead of Bap- 
tiſm, which 1s Dipping. | 

Alftediuus wn his Lexicon Theologicum, printed Anno 1612: 
pag. 310. faith thus, Ban|iouis, & famlioun, Sno Ti 
Bale, Tingere, lavare, inficere : unde dedultum alind wver- 
bum farg]1; cv, intingere, immergere, maxims quidem aquae 
Ilud Bangs] i4 ev tantum ſignficat immergere ; non lavare, nifi 
ex conſequent. | 

From whence it may plainly be ſcen, thar this Learned 
Aurhor doth afferr, That Baptiſm is to dip, plungc, or 
overwhelm the Perſon baptized in Warer : And thar its 
proper fignification is to dip, or dye, and nor to waſh, bur 
only by Conſequence. For which he cites for his Aurho- 


rity, both Plutarch and Naxjanzen 3 as may be ſcen ar large 
in the Book ir (elf. 


Beſides this 15 ſo well known, that every School-boy in 
the Greek-Grammar can tell you, that fx7]o, bapto, 1s 


there rendred mergo, immergo, to dip, to plunge or over» 
whelm. 


Alſo in a Greeh Lexicon, publiſhed and recommended to 
all, for the encreaſe of Knowledg, by 


Foſeph Caryll, Matthew Barker, 
George Cokayne, William Adderly, 
Ralpy Venizg, Matthew cad, and 
Willi.imm Dell, Henry Feſſey, 


They tell us, that the ſignification of þz7]o, is to dip, 
plunge, or drown. And 1n the Paſlive Voice, faw]owmar, 
15 to bc plunged, or overwhelmed. And that Ga]/C0, 
15 to pluage, ro overwhelm, ro baprize, to dip. And in 
the Paſſive Voice, fa]iCouar, tobe plunged, ro be bap= 
rized, or dipped. 

In Clatss Greece Lingne, printed at London, Anno 1640. 
It is thus rendred; Baa, «opa, mergo, tingo, to dip, 
ro dyc. Bamp|ico, 1d:m, the fame. 

Baw)1op.s, & 64915 us, merſi9, ro drown; and there- 
fore eu&zw]w, is ofren rendred, ro dip uito, ro drown. 
And from rhence the Larins uſe merſus, a mrgo, drowned, 
covered, or overwhelmed wich Watzr. Ana tnerefore It 
1s uſed in the New Teſtamenc, for chat Holy Orainauce of 
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CF 
Baptiſm ; fr being performed hy dipping the whole Body 
of the Perſon baprize« unJer Warer. 

The Learned Robertion, ( my fingular good Friend ) in 
his Theſaurus Grece Li-zug, ſairh, Batizo, meirgo. Bamlw, 
Intingo, mergo, to dye, tu dip, plunge, &c, Hence (faith 
he ) is Baptizo, which fizmifies rae ſame, As alſo Bapriſ- 
mos, Baptiſma, &c. i ut tte Greek word Payp]ic w, Ran- 
tizo, (heſaith) is aſpcrgo, to ſprinkle. | 

Payngu3s, Rantiſmos, afrerfs, Sprinkling. So that you 
may eaſily diſcern, there is as much difference berwixt 
theſe two Greek words, Baptiſmos and Rantiſmos in Greek, 
as there is! ..;wixt thoſe two wr” !s, Dipping and Sprink- 
ling in Engliſh ; 414 rtheretuie i... ly, not ro be conceived 
ro be ſynonimous, 1: --- :-: {5,4 y the ſame thing, 

I now preſume, from whar hath been ſaid, that if the 
word Be], and its Derivatives, are vſed in all places in 
the New Teſtamenr, where this Ordinance of Baptiſm 1s 
ſpoken of: Then it will follow, by an unavoidable Con- 
ſequence, that Dipping is the right manner of Baprizing ; 
and that Sprinkling is nor Baprizing, 

Thar it is ſo, will evidently appear from'an Enumeration 
of Particulars. I will inftance in ſome of rhe principal, 
when I come to ſhew you whar was the Practice of the 
firſt Baprizers, Bur of thar in irs proper place. 

I now come to treat of the ſecond Particular under this 
Head, ziz. Dipping the Perſons baptized into Water, ap- 
pears to be the right way of adminiſtring this Ordinance, 
if we conſider the Meraphors uſed in Holy Scripture to 
expreſs it by. 

There aretwo I ſhall chicfly icfiſt upon: 1. A Burial. 
2. A ReſurreQtion. 

We are to conſider, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath nor 
turdened vs under the Goſpel, with a multitude of Cere- 
monies, as it was in that Occonomy of the Jews under 
rhe Legal Liſpenſation : Eur only with ſome few, and thoſe 
vcry fignificant 3 this being a more ſpiricual Diſpenſation. 

, As therefore the Holy Supper of our Lord 1n the break- 
ing of the Bread, figvifics rhe breaking of his Body ; and 
the pouring out of the Winc, rhe ſhedding of his moſt pre- 
cious Blood ; and both of rhefe in conjunction his Dearth, 
x Cor. 11. 26. For as often 2s you eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye da fciw forth tbe Lora's Death tall bs come. 
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Even fo Holy Baptiſm doth ſhew forth his Burial and 
ReſurreRion 3 Rom. 6. 4. Therefore we are biied with bim 
by Baptiſm into Death ;, that like as Chriſt was raiſid up from 
the Dead to the Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk 
in newneſs of Liſe. 

Now confider the Metaphor : when Men are dead, we 
bury them by covering the whole Body under Ground, 
and not by ſcattering or ſprinkling a little Duſt or Earth 
on their Faces only. 

Sprinkling ( you know ) hath no reſemblance to a Bu- 
rial; burdipping or plunging the whole Body under Wa- 
rer, is a moſt expreſs and lively repreſentation thereof. 

But perhaps Humane Teſtimonies will pleaſe you and 
your Paſtor, better than Divine. And therefore I ſhall 
give you the Opinion of ſome Learned Biſhops to corro- 
borate what I ſay, who may be ſuppoſed to underſtand 
the Original as well as Mr. James. 

The late Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Dr. Fohn Tillotſon, 
faith, in his Sermon upon 2 Tim. 2. 19. © Antiently thoſe 
« who were baprized, pur off their Garments, which 
« ſjgnified the putting off rhe Body of Sin; and were im- 
-< merſed and buried inthe Warer, to repreſent the Death 
« of Sin; and then did riſe up again out of the Water, 
<« to ſignify their entrance upon a new Life; and to theſe 
« Cuſtcms the Apoſtle alludes Rom, 6. 4. 

Alſo Dr. Fowler, the preſent Biſhop of Glouceſter, in his 
Book of the Scope of the Chriftian Religion, interprets this 
Saying of the grear Apoſtle, Rom. 6. 4. as follows; 

« Chriſtians being plunged into the Water in Baptiſm, 
<« ſfjpnifieth rheir undertaking and obliging themſelves in a 
&« Spiritual Senſe to die, and be buried with Jeſus Chriſt, 
&« (which Death and Burial conſiſt in an utter renouncing 
<« and forſaking of all their Sins) chart ſo anſwerably to 
« hjs Reſurre&ion, they may live a holy and godly Life. 

Moreover, Dr. Fer. Taylor, late Biſhop of Down, in his 
Duftor Dubitantium, lib. 3. cap. 4. ſaith thus: 

« The Cuſtom of che Anrient Church was not Sprink- 
<« ling, but Immerſion, in purſuance of rhe Senſe of the 
« word Gam]icovrss, both inthe Commandment and Ex- 
« ample of our Blefſed Saviour. 

« And this (faith he) agrees with the Myſtery of the 
$ Sacrament it ſelf; for we are buried with him in Baptiſm, 
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& ſ4ith the Apoſtle. The old Man 15 buried and drowned in 
« the [mmerſjon under Water : and when the baprized 
« Perſon is lifred up from rhe Warer, tc repreſents the Re- 
& ſurrei-.n of the new Man ro newneſs ot Life. 

To chis I ſhall only add that orher Divine Teſtimony of 
the Apnſtic Paul, Col. 2. 12. Buried with bin in Baptiſm, 
wherein aijo ye are riſen with bim through the Faith of the Opera- 
tion of Gol, who hath raijed him from the Dead. nd ſhall 
novw proceed ro the chird Parricular, zz, 

3- Ic doth appear rhar Dipping is the right way of Bap- 
tiZzinz, from the Practice of the firſt Baprizers. 

The firſt mention of this Ordinance of Holy Baptiſm, we 
have in Hat.z.1. where John the Dipper is mentiorcd. And 
In zer. 6. jc is wricren, An4 ere baptized of him ia Jo'dan, 
corfeſſiag their Sins. The Greer. word there is £Camiic ore 
wiuch 1: 10 Engliſh, They were dipped, plunged, oc over- 
whelmed: ror it is from the word Ga@7m, to dip, 
as I have aiready ſhewed. 

In the 9th Verſe, the word is Gam]iousz, which fignifes 
the ſame. 

In the 11th Verſe þam]ilw, to dip, &c. 

In Verſe the 13th Ga|:Svas, to be dipped. 

The Word 1s uſed again 10 ver. 14. 

Ard the ſame alſo in the Paſlive Voice, 1s uſed in ver. 16. 
where it is ſaid, And Feſus, when he was baptized, £:c. And 
the following words do make rhar Senſe evident; for when 
he was dipped by Jobs 1n the Kiver of Fordan, it 1s ſaid, 
He went up ſtraightway ont of the Water : Which implies, 
beyond conrradiftion, That he was in the River, and o- 
verwhelmed with the Warer, according ro the proper . 
and nztive fignihcation of rhe word Bait. And if 
you w;1l read rhe gtband 6th Verſes of this Chapter, - you 

will fi1d chere Mulcirudes thus baptized by Fohn the Baptiſt, 
(or Dipper) for it's ſaid, Then went out to him Jeruſalem, 
and ail JN0ES- and all the Region round about Jardan, and were 
baptized of binin J-rdin, The ſame is alſo teſtified in that 
parallc! pace, Mark 1. 4,5. and the ſame Greek words 
uſe.: there as in Mit. 3. which I have above recited. 
And is MY; 1- 9. Fe ſes was baptized ef John in Jordan: 
The Greek 1s Eis F IoglNtvlw, into Jordan, Now what 
Seuſe would this be ? Jeſus was ſprinkled tnco Fordan. Bur 
to ſay, Jeſus was ip! inro the River of ordan, 1s good 
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Diodate, upon Mat. 3. 6. faith, They were plunged in the 
Water. And the aſſembly in rheir 4:19tztions, ſay, Dip- 
ping in Jordztv, Fiat becauſe rhey are nored by Mr. Wells 
in his Aaſwer, TI ſhall forbear reciting them, and proceed 
ro other Aurhors. 

Cajetan ſaith, Chiſt was baptized, not by Sprinkiing, but 
by Dipping k'm int» th: Water, And Piſcatar, on Fohn 3. 23. 
Thit Baptiſm was adminiſtred by dipping the whole Body tn 
Water. 

Mr. Mede on Titws 3. s. faitl:, © There was no ſuch thing 
* as Sprinkl1mg ut. d in LZapriſm in che Apoſtles Time, nor 
© mary Aves afrer them. 

Tr1s alſo rhe Obſervarion of r-ar late Learned an4 Pious 
M;r iter of © hrift, Mr. Fobn Goſnol1, in his Book inticuled, 
Bamitouwy) Aidzyns 3 © That Mr. John Caltin, up and 
« down 1n iis Works, doth ofren (witch many others in 
« our Days) confeſs, Tha: che Anrient manner of Bap- 
« tiſm inthe Primitive Times was, by dipping rhe whole 
F Body under Warer, And alſo confefſerh thar the 
*« Church hath aſſumed this Liberty to her ſelf, of uſing 
« Sprinkling in che room thereof. 

The ſame Author alſo obſerves, © That the Tranſlators 
& themſclves never ſo much as once in all the New 'ſe- 
« ſta nznr renders ir'by Sprinkling. Tiere 15 another 
* Word for that, which they conſtantly tranſlate to ſprin- 
* ble, ro wit, PayTiC@, Rantizez whereby it's evident, 
Ranriſm 1s nor Baptiſm, Sprinkling is noc Dipping. 

Beſides, in all che Places thar I have mer with, where 
nothing of the ſtreſs of this Controverſy depends, our 
Traoflators izave every where rendred fam, &c. to dip, 
For inſtance, in Rev.1rg. 13. He had bis Veſture dipt in Blood. 
Ard in Mat. 26. 23. He that dippeth his- Hand with me inthe. 
Diſh. Luke 15. 24 Tyat he may dip the Tip of bus Finger in 
Water. And in Fohn 13. 26. itis twice uſed, Bey, dip- 
ped; Kai ewEzila;, and when he had dipped, Feſus an- 
ſwered, He it us to whon I ſh2ll. give a Sop, when I have dip- 
ped it, And when he had dipped the Sop, he gave it to Judas 

Iſcarior, &*c. 

Moreover, if we will bur conſider the Places where this 
Holy Ordinance was adminiſtred by the firſt Baprizers, 1r 
will greatly elucidate this Truth. 


For 
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For it was not pra&iſed in the Temple, nor in their Sy- 
nagegues, nor yet in private Houſes, in which ic might 
have been done more commodiouſly, 1f ſprinkling a few 
Drops of Water upon cheir Faces would have ſufficed. 

Bur they baprized in the River of Fordan, and other 
Places where there was much Water 3 becauſe plunging 
the whole Body under Water did require it. 

In John 3. 23. And John alſo ( fam|iloy ty Amor) 
was dipping in Enon, near to Salim, becauſe there was much 
Water there; and chey came and were (:Caw]i om) dip- 
ped. Now here we have the Reaſon given, why Zohr 
baprized in this place, 3. e. Becauſe there was much Watty. 
Bur if he had not plunged chem 1nro the Warzr, bur ohly 
ſprinkled them wich a few Drops thereof, this Reaſon had 
been withour Foundation. For as Cornelizs a Lapide ob- 
ſerves, A very lictle Water would have ſerved ro have 
ſprinkled Thouſands. Bur their manner of baprizing be- 
Ing to dip the whole Body under Warer, therefore 
" much Water was neceſ{ir\ chereunto, withour which the 
A@ of Baptizing could nor be performed. 

Now altho T. F. hath crampled upon our Reaſons of- 
fered 1:2 juſtification of chis Practice, I hope he will nor 
make ſo bold wich che Spirit's Teftimony, as ro contra- 
di& the Reaſon he harh given 1n che Texr under Confide- 
ration. 

Thus you. ic@. caat Fobn, who was the firſt Baptizer, 
and ſent of God to dip Perſons in Water, as the beginning 
of the Goſpel, and to prepare Chriſt's Way before him ; 
Fob. 1.33, He thar ſent me (aw]iCay) to dip, plunge, or 
overwhelmin Water, meaning God the Father. Wherc- 
ever there is mention made of his Baprizing, the ſame 
Words are uſed, either Bapto, or irs derivatives. 

If we obſerve what is ſaid of our Saviour's Baptizing, 
( rho Jeſus himſelf did nor baptize (in his own Perſon ) 
bur by his Diſciples) in every place che ſame Word is 
uſed 3 as Fobn 3. 22. x, £6411 v. Alſo Fobn 4. r, 2. 
Gardlile, & tBxw)iCey 3 which all ſignify ro dip, ro be 
dipped, Oc. : 

To proceed tothe Prattice of the Apoſtles, and chief 
Minjſters of the Goſpel, after our Lord's Reſurredtion, 
we ſhall find the ſame Word uſed ( as aboye in every 
place, where there 15 mention made of rheir Ba as, 

| ic 
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The firſt Inſtance is in Ads 2. 41. Then they that gladly 
received bus Word, were baptized, the word is :Ga-7]ifnouy. 

In As 8. 12. it isalſo from the ſame word #C2-97)iC op, 
they were dipped, both Men an1 Women. 

And in As 8. 38, 39. iCamn\ioc', 41nd be _— him. 

Ir 15 here to be -bſerved, thar ti, Adminiftraror Phi- 
lip, as well as the Eunucii, went both dc>-:: into the Water, 
( which had been needleſs, if Sprinkling wr. have ſer- 
ved the rurn); Aud when they came there, :': ;1id, 2 
baptized him, 1.c. dipr him. And then it's furti;-- aid, 
They came up out of the Water ; not from the Side, or Sur-1ce 
of it, as Mr. Zames would infinuare, by diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween from and out of; for here ir is ſaid expreſly, they 
came up out of the Warex. | 

Alſo in Afts 10. 48. bamio2lwai, to be dipped, &c. 

To be ſhorr, There is, you ſee, an account chat Fobn the 
Baptiſt, Chriſt (by his Diſciples) when upon Earth, and 
his Apoſtles after his Reſurre&Rion, did all of chem praiſe 
this Holy Ordinance of Bapciſm by dipping, or plunging 
the Perſon; haprized into the Water. 

I will adc to this the Teſtimony of Mr. Dan. Rogers; 
«© None of old were wont to be ſprinkled ; And (faith he } 
« Tconfeſs my ſelf unconvinced by demonſtration of Scrip- 
*« ture for Infants ſprinkling. And furrher, 10 his Trea- 
tiſe of the two Sacraments, Part 1. Chap. 5. he hach theſe 
words, © Ir ought ro be che Church's Part to cleave to the 
<« Inſtitution, which is Dipping. And that he betrays che 
« Church, whoſe Officer he is, to a diſordered Error, if 
« he cleave not to the Inſtitution, which 1s to dip. | 

And this leads me to the 4th Particular, namely, That 
ir will appear that Dipping is the right way of Baptrzing, 
if we confider that grand Commiſhon of our Saviour, 
Mat. 28. 19. the Greek word is baw]iCorr, from Gaw]o 
| todip. And being given here by way of Precepr, 1t ts 
Dipping them. But ſeeing I have already explained che 
ſignification of the Greek words by which Baptiſm 1s ſig- 
nified, even to tediouſneſs, both ro my ſelf and you, I 
ſhall infiſt no longer upon it. 

AS alſo, becauſe Iam of Opinion thar the Goſpel of Mzt- 
toew was written in Hebrew, according to Jerom's Telſti- 
mony, and the Opinion ( I think )) of moſt Learned Men. 
L ſhall therefore giye you the words, ſo far as rhey corcern 
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our Purpoſe, under this Head, as they are in that Lan 
guagr. jn which I am ſure it was ſpoken, if not written 
Ic 1< CAONMR 1729) vetavely Otam; and dip ye them. 
The Root is T25.:!, which 1s the third Perſon Singular in 
the P-->rerperfe& Tenſe, and ſignifies, he dipped + Aud is 
ſo re:...: .d in many plac: s in Hoiy Scripture 3 particularly 
in 2 Kings £.15 where ſpcaking of Naaman the Syrian, it 
is ſaid, Fe fi-ped himſelf in Jordan ſeven tins, and was clean, 

In Mz. 3. 5. vou have rhe faine Word agai:: in the 
Paſhive Voice, whici) muſt he rerdred in Englith, 44.1 were 
dippid of in in Jydau. And in Vey., 16. you have the 
ſame Reo wats, as jr js There ayplied to tur Saviour 
And F'ſ's, when be was dippe4t. went ub ftraightway out of 
the Water. 

Alſo in Fohn 3. 22, 23. tie ſame Wor:l is uſed. Adin 
Fobn 4. 1,2. ti 1s :heſame in chat Hori New Teſt:ment 
of Mr. Rober: ſon's, who wis certai {y ow. of the moſt 
Learned He'wricians ovy Ape hat «ftorded. 

I might a«d to this tac Tefiimony of the Dutch Trans 
ſlators, who c: |] 7o'n the 52ptejt. PFonaunes te iooper, Fobn 
the Dippcr ; aid ih ens Commilti,n 42 ſelve aopende, aip- 
ping thein. - Ani if our Tra;:fl:cors had geucrally (where 
that Word ha: occurred) turned ic tn Evgliih, as they 
have 1nro Dutch, they nad ſaved me agu crhers the trou- 
ble. | 

Now 1if all ris will nor ſoitice, I know not whar will, 
However I wi!l make Mr. 7.s one generous Offer ; 
Thar if be can fhew m.< were our Tranſl: =rs have in 
any one place reared Baptizo to ſp;1nkie 3 ore cira, have 
rendred R22!:30 ro dip, in the New Teſtament, I will 
grant him the Cauſe. And I do hope, if he cannor do it, 
he will own that we ere 1n the right. 

O, wir a "yranc Cuſtom js! that dares ftand up and 
contraait a thuyp rhar is fo evident 1a tt (cif, toapreeale 
to the Reaton oi the Ordinance, to tie Erymoiogy uf tne 
Word, (an: that from the Pcns Gf our Acveriicics) and 
to the uſc of the Phraſe and Exprefaion 17 Aoiy Seripoure, 
tothe Commiiltor of Gur Lord, to the PoRtiine and rra- 
Rice of che fir{i B:pcizirs, boch before and a:rer our Sa- 
viour's Reſurrection, and che ruamer of plartice che Pri- 
muriyve Churci:cs. 
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Notwithſtanding all this ( I fay ) Cuſtom in a wrong 
- Way, makes Men bold to oppoſe the right Way, altho 

they acknowledy iris rhe beſt. 

In chings civil and indifferent, I can be content that 
Cuſtom ſhould be my Guide, bur not 1n the Marter of 
* Ordinances, and things Sacred z rhe Rule of which lies in 
the Inſtiturion, (which we are ſtrifly ro obſerve) and is 
not in the Power of our Liberry or Choice, either ro uſe 
or refuſe : For that Bleſſing which attends the Uſe there- 
of, is annexed unto our Conformury co the Rule and Iofii- 
tution 3 ſee Mat. 28. 20. 


But to proceed to the ſecond General Head. 


IL. That rue Penitent Believers are the righr Subjc& of 
Bapriſm. 


I ſhall make ir good by doing theſe three things. 


1ſt. By examining who obs the Baptiſt ( who was the 
firſt Baprizer ) did admir co his Baptiſm. 


2ly, Who our Saviour commanded co be baprized, in 
thac grand Commiſſion 427. 28. 


31y, Who ic was praRiiſed upon by the Apoſtles and firſt 


Miniſt:rs of Chriſt, purſuant ro char Commiſſion. And 
of theſe in their Order. 

1/7, Therefore ler us examine who they were char F:bn 
. did admit to his Baptiſm. | 

The firſt Syllable we read of irs being prattiſed. is in 
Mat. 3. by Jobn the Dipper, ( fo called by che Evangeith, 
. Via Eminentiz, as being the Beginner of thac Holy Grait- 

nance ) where we have an Account, in Ver. 2. wha Do- 


- 


Arine he preached before he baprized, Repe2t ye, jor fe 
Kingdom of Heaven zs at hand. Ardin tir. g. Th:a meent ont - 
to bim Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and al! the Reon round 4- 
bout Jordan. Ver. 6. Kat iCamaJicorr: 0 mr "Ivedsry 5 
And were plunged (of bim ) into Jordan, confeſſing thiir Sins. 
The Hebrew word allo, 1s Vaitabelu, and were dipned, 8c, 

Upon this I ſhall obſerve ſome things, and ſo paſs 1c. 

I, That thoſe he baptized were Adulc Perſons, (and 
not Infants) for they went out tohim. 


2, Thar they were pevirent Perſons, fuch that confeſ- 
ſed their S105, | 


2. That 
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3. That no others were admitted to his Baptiſm. 

For, in ver. 7. it's ſaid, But when be ſaw many of the Pha- 
viſees and Saddnces come to bis Baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, O 
Generation of Vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
Wrath to come ? Bring forth therefore Fruits meet for Repentance. 

- That no Birth-Privileges will entitle any Perſon to 
that Holy Ordinance without Repentance. : 

For the Baptiſt rells them, in ver. g. Think not to ſay 
within your ſelves, We bave Abraham to our Father. And 

(i Utr, 10.) now alſo the Ax is laid te the Root of the Tree ; 
therefore every Tree (3. e. every Perſon ) which bringeth not 
orth good Fruit, is bewen down and caſt into the Fire. 

And to inform them more fully of the Nature of his 
Commiſhon, and the Qualifications of the Subje&s, he 
further ſaith, 7indeed baptize you with Water ( unto, or as 
the Original hath it) »pon Repentance. 

Which agrees moſt exatly with the Deſign of John's 
Miniſtry, he being to make ready a People prepared for 
the Lord; Repentance being a neceſſary Qualification, 
withour which they could not be admitted thereunto. 

But ſome may query, How I prove they were to believe 
as well as repent ? | 

T anſwer, in the words of the Apoſtle Paul, AQts 19. 4- 
John verily did oaptize with the Baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying 
wnto the People, That they' ſhonld believe on bim which ſhould 
come aſter him, that is, on Chriſs Jeſus. | 

From all which ir appears, beyond diſpute, That no * 
little Infants were the Subje&s of Fobn's Baptiſm. For, 

' 1. They could nor come from Feruſatem to the River of 
Zordan, ard deſire to be baptized. 

2. Nor could they confeſs their Sins. : 

3- Nor yer be able to underſtand his Preaching, with the 
Nature and Defign of his Baptiſm. 

4. Nor, laſtly, could they be expe&Red to bring forth - 
Fruits worthy amendment of Life. 

All which agrees only ro Adult Perſons ; they can re- 
pent, they can believe in Chriſt, chey can confeſs their 
ſinful Deeds, and come ro tender themſelves for Baptiſm, 
( as all thoſe did whom Fobs baptized ) which things lit- 
cle Infants are nor capa-le to perform : Therefore Pent- 
rent Believers ( and not Infants ) were the right and only 

proper Subje& of John's Baptiſm. mg 
2tYz 
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2ly, T ſhall confider the gr and Commiſſion of our Lord, 
Mat. 28. 18, 19, 20. And Jeſus came, and ſpake unto them, 
ſaying, All Power is given to me in Heaven and in Earth, Go 
ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and f the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have commanded you - 
And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End of the World. 
Amen. 

That the Goſpel of Matthew was written in Hebrew, 
( as I have touched above ) I find ic ro be rhe Opinion of 
divers Men, eminently Learned : And among others, Hiz- 
70m, in the Life of this Evangeliſt, ſaith, Mattheus qui 
& Leu ex publicano Apoſtolos, primus in Jud ea propter eos qui 
ex Circumciſpone credidernt Evangelium Chriſti, Hebraicis literis 
verbiſque compoſuit. And further notes, In quo animaduerten- 
dum, quod ubicumque Evangeliſta five ex perſona ſua, ſive ex 
perſona Domini Saluatoris, weteris Scrip:ure teſtimonits utitur, 
non ſequatur Septuaginta tranſlitorum autoritatem, ſed Hebrai- 
cum. Here you ſec he tells us, That the Goſpel of Chriſt 
by Matthew, for. the ſake of choſe of rhe Circumciſion 
chat believed, was written 10 Hebrew Words, and Hebrew 
Lerters. And thar he every-where, in his Quotations our 
of rhe Old Teſtament, followed the Hebrew, and nor the 
Sepruagint Tranſlation. | 

In Mr. William Robertſon's Hebrew New Teſtament, I 
find theſe words berween the 18th and 1 gth Verſes, which 
I do not find any Greek Copy. 
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Azd as my Father bath ſent me, even ſo alſo 1 ſend you. Go 
ye thereſore, &c. 


I pray obſerve in what a folema manner our Saviour 5c- 
- gins this Commiſion. 

I. By declaring his own Authority 3 Al! Power in Heaves 
and Earth is given to me. 

2. The Fulneſs of that Authority he gave to his Apa- 
ſtles'3 As the Father bath ſent me, ever ſo alſo I ſend you. 
 Hechen comes to give forth che Commiſſion ir ſelf, as in 
the 15th and 2oth Yerſes. | 

| a The 
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The firft thing in this Commiſſion is this, Chriſt com- 
man.!s -1: -; ro make Diſciples by rheir Miniſtry. The 
W :,. ther is rranflated Teach, is in the Hebrew 109) 
Veliizelu, ic f.niftes ro make Diſciples by teaching ; for 
the R:2-:t 35 Lamad, he learned. And from thence is for- * 
med tlic Ezemanique Noun Talmid, a Scholar or Diſci- 
pie, cre t.:; hath learned. | 

Tic 1:14 meaning therefore is, That they were firſt ro 
nate Diiciples by racer Miniſtry, and afcer that ro bap- 
rize them. | 

It we ali -xamine the Greek Copy, we ſhall find it ro 
agree with rhe Hebrew ; Tod Sev]es un wmadyrw ore 
maya Tu tv, Baw]icorrys auTss &5, That word up- 
on whi.h the whole Streſs of rhe Argument depends, is 
Metne:euſate, which ſignifies, ro make Diſciples. The 
Learned render Mathetes, a Scholar, a Diſciple 3 and Mg- 
thetewo, to be a Scrolar, or Diſcipte. And upon this 
word in this place, the Greek Lexicon renders ir, to make 
Diſciples. 

Burt if Mr. Zames will not believe our Lexicographers, F 
can give him the Opinion of all che Tranſlators of the 
N-w Teſtament for ir, who have rendred it ſo in a multt- 
rTucle of Places; and fo far as I have found, in every place 
where rhe word is uſed, except only in this Commiſſion, 
and here, { i: ſome Reaſon beſt known ro themſelves ) 
inſtead ::f . 1ſ:iples, they have only rendred it Teach. 
And that which is moſt remarkablz, rhey have five 
times in this Chapter rendred it Diſciples, ill rhey came 
to che 19th Verſe, and there only ir muſt be rendred 
teach ; as in ver. 7,8, g, 13, and 16. And in Fobng. r, 
2+ Jeſus made and baptized more Diſciples than John, but 
bis Diſciples ;, in horh which che ſame word 1s uſed. 

And I prav 6bicrve the Order of the words, They were 
firſt made Diſcipl-s, and afrerwards baptized 3 as a pre- 
requitite ro fir tiiem for char Holy Ordinaiice. w 

Alſo in Ads 11. 26. The Diſciples are called Chriſtians. 
And ver. 20, 21. It's ſaid, how tize ſame Pertons came to 
be Diſciples, The Lord Jeſus was firſt preached ro chem 3 
upon this, 4 great Number believed, and turned to the Lord. 
And thus they were made Diſciples, according to Chriſt's 
Commiſlion. 


Refides, 
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Beſides, in Mark 16. 16. He that believeth, and is bap. 
tized, ſhall be ſaved. This place is parallel in Time with 
Mat. 28. 19, And whereas in Matthew is required Diſci- 
pling, there is required in Mark. Believing, and both be- 
fore Baptiſm; It's therefore plain, they muſt be be- 
Heving Diſciples. And Faith comes by hearing; and 
therefore the Apoſtles were, 

I. To preach to them; as in Mark 16. 15. Preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature. Wo 

' 2. By theirPreaching to make them Diſciples. 

3- Being ſo made, w baprtize them. 

This js the genuine Senſe of our Lord's Commiſſion, 
Mat. 28. 19. 

Say ſome, they own they muſt firſt be made Diſciples, 
and afrerwards baptized. Bur then they ask this Que- 
ſtion, How do we know that little Infants are not made 
Diſciples, by ſome ſecret Teaching of God? 

And ſuppoſing this ro br crue, of thoſe who are born 
of believing Parents, they conclude they may be bap- 
tized. 

T anſwer; For Argument's ſake, I will for once. 
ſuppoſe with them 3 that nor only che Infants of Be- 
lievers, bur all Infants, ſo ſoon as they are born into the 
World, are made Diſciples by ſome ſecret Teaching of 
God, ( but how we ſhall prove either of our Suppoſicions, 
I know not) ; Nevertheleſs I deny that they are chere- 

\ fore to be baptized by virtue of this Commiſſion. And 
how any mortal Man can know of this ſecret Work upon 
their Souls wirhour Revelation, I can't imagine. 

Bur pray conſider a few things, and it will ſer the Truth 
we conrend for in a clear Light. As, 

I. It was Chriſt the Son of God who gave this Commil-- 
fion. And Jeſus came and ſpake. 

2. Who did he give it unto? Not to his Father ro make 
Diſciples of little Infants, by ſome ſecret Teaching of his, 

' bur to his Apoſtles that were Men, ro make Diſciples by 
their Miniſtry ; He ſpake unto them. 


The Conclufion is natural 3 which I ſhall form jgro this 
ſhort Syllogiſm, 
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If little Infants are not capable to be made Diſciples by 
the Miniſtry of Men ; 

Then they cannot poſſibly be the Subjefts of Baptiſm 
intended in this Commiſſion. : 

Bur little Infants are nor capable ro be made Diſciples 
by the Miniſtry of Men; 

Ergo, They cannot p:ſibly be the Subje&s of Baptiſm 
intended in this Commiſſion. 


The Major 1s undeniable, the Minor I thus prove. 

If lictle Infants have no knowledg to diſcern between 
Good and Evil, then they are nor capable to be made 
Diſciples by the Miniſtry of Men. 

" Bur they have no knowledg to diſcern berween Good 
and Evil; S: 


Ergo; They are not capable ro be made Diſciples by the - 


Miniſtry of Men. 

The Minor only is queſtionable, which I prove by Di- 
vine Authoriry, Deut. 1. 39. Moreover your little Ones —— 
and your Children, which in that Day had no knowledg between 
Good and Evil. 

So that the firſt Argument 15 made good, viz. Thar lit- 
cle Infants cannot poſlibly be the Subje&ts of Baptiſm ind 
rended 1n this Commiſſion. | | 

Whereas ſome of our Antagoniſts ſay, the word they: 


relates to all Nations : As they confure themſelves, by 


refuſing to baprize Turks and Jews, before they own 
Chrift ; ſo that they cannor exrend ir univerſally : Even 
ſo it appears, the word them, hath no reference unto all 
Nations, if they will bur mind rhe Grammar of the 
Text. 
_ © For ev[z5, them, is of the Maſculine Gender, ( bur 
raya Te vn, all Nations, is of the Neuter ) and a- 
grees with jwadnreorre, Diſciples z and muſt have refe- 
rence to them, as the only Perſons firred for Holy Bap- 
riſm. 
Burt to procced, | 

3) I ſhall ſhew you who it was praGtiſed upon by the 

Apoſtl 
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es, and firſt Miniſters of Chriſt, purſuanc to the ** | @y * 


grand Commiſiton. 
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Wwe find all along in the Hiſtory of the 4s of the Apor 
files, thar Bapriſm was praRtiſed upon grown Perſons, that 
were Diſciples of Chriſt, having gladly received their 
Preaching, repented of their Sirs, and believed the Go- 
ſpel, which Infants are nor capavlc to perform, 

Adts 2. 38. Repent, and be baptized, Ver. 41. Then they 
that gladly receved bis Word, were baptized. Ver. 44. And 
all that belitued were together. 

AQts 8. 12. When they believed Philip, preaching the things 
concerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
they were baptized, both Men and Wonen, not little Infants. 
In ver. 35. Afrer Philip had preached Jeſus to the Eunuch, 
(accorcing to Chriſt's Commiſſion) they came unro a cer- 
rain Water 3 and he asked Philip, What did binder him to be 
baptized 2? Philip anſwers, If thou belicveſt wirh all thine beart, 
thou mayeſt.- And be anſwered, T believe that Feſis Chriſt is 
the Son of God, And upon that Profeſſion of his Faith, he 
was immediately baptized. So rhat we may learn hence, 
That Faith 1s a pre-requiſite of Baptiſm ; for Philip re- 
--___ Faith of the Eunuch, before he would baprize 

im. : 

So 1n the Jaylor's Caſe, Afs 16.31. Paul requires of 
him, to believe on the Lord Feſus Chrift, And in ver. 33, 24+ 
it's ſaid, he was baprized, believing in God, &c. 

Atts 13.8. Criſpus believed on the Lord ; and many of the 
. Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized. It theſe 
Teſtimonies are not ſufficient, Iknow not what will. 


I could in this place produce divers Teſtimonies from 
the Learned ( were it needful) ro prove that no Infants 
were baptized for abour two hundred Years from Chrift. 
See Dr. Barlow's Teſti.nony : * There is ( faith he ) no 
« juſt Evidence of [nfanc-Bapriſm, rill about two hundred 
<* Years after Chriſt. 

The Learaed Curcelleus affirms, © That rhe Cuſtom of 
** baptizing Infants, was brought in without the Com- 
« mandment of Chriſt, and did not begin before rhe 
*< third Century. 

Grotius, on Mat. 19. 13. gives this Account 3 © That 
* according to the Rule of Scripture, and agreeing wich 
** Reaſon tr ſelf, the moſt part of rhe Greeks 1n all 
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© Ages, even unto this Day, retain a Cuſtom of delay- 
* ing Infant-Baptiſm, rill they themſelves can give a 
& Confeſſion of their Faith. And ir is certain that Na- 
& ate", though rhe Son of a Chriſtian Biſhop, who li- 
& ved abour the fourth Century, and was bred up in the 
& Chriſtian Religion, was not baptized till he was abour 
«& thirty Years of Ape. 

The ſame is alſo trae of Chyſoſtom, Hitrom, Ambroſe, 


Avzguſftine, and others. 


 Andas the Learned Dr. D#-Vl obſerves, ir does. mani- "F 


feſtly appear, © Thar the wiſeſt of our Fathers in Chirift,. 
© did nor come to Baptiſm, until they were come. to 
« a ſtrong and confirmed Age and Wir. So that ( it's 


<< plain ) they were nur baptized in their Infancy. Yea, 


_ < further he ſaith, I could never read of ſo much as one of 


© rhe Antient Fathers, for ſix hundred Years after Chri 
& that was baprized in his Infancy. 0 

Ludovicus Vives affirms,in his Treatiſe de Cruitate Dei, Lib. - 
'Y. Cap. 27. Neminem olim conſurviſſe baptizari niſ adulta eta- 
fe, &* qui per ſe peteret baptiſmum, &* intelligerett quid fit 
baptizari. None of old Time were wont to be baptized 
bur in a grown Ape, and who defired it themſelves, and 
underſtood what it was to be baptized. 

Eraſmus 1n ls Annotations on the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
affirms, « That baprizing of Children was nor in uſe in 
<« Paul's Time. 

And Dr. Field, in his learned Treatiſe of rhe Church, 
242.729. affirms, © That many very antiently, who were 
© born of Chriſtian Parents, pur off their Baptiſm a long 
« Time; inſowuch as ſome were cle&ed Biſhops before 
« they were baptized. As we read ( ſaith he Sf Am- 
« broſe, 8c. ; 

The Learned Boſſu2t, ſpeaking of the manner of adm1- 


niſtring Baptiſm, ſaich, «© We never read in rhe Scripture, 


< thar any were baptized otherwiſe than by Immerficn. 
« And we are able to prove, from the Acts of Councils 
« and amijent Rituals, thar every-where in the whole 
« Church throughout rhe World, for the ſpace of 1300 
« Ycars, Baptiſm was never adminiſtred but by Dip- 
<« Hine, except only in Caſcs of Neceſluy, 


And 


(23) 

And Bellaymne ſaith, « Infanc-Baptiſm is called an Apo- 
& ſtolical Tradiftvoy not written, becauſe ir is nor found 
& written 1h any Apoſtolical Book. Tom. I. lib, 4. cap. 2. 

Where by tie way I all core, That if a Man of his 
Parts and Learning could not find 1t there, I believe 0- 
thcrs will have as 2;itle Succets in their ſearch after it : 
And it haa been jj» Intereft ro have proved it from Scrip- 
ture as much 2s any, becauſe none Jay a greater ſtreſs upon 
it than he, ad thoſe cf his Religion z for they aſlert it ro 
be neceſſary tc Salvation. 

| Let Mr. Fames know, we do not bring the Teſtimo- 
nies of Humane Wriicrs, becauſe we think the Holy 
Scriptures inſufficient to juſtify our Cauſe. For I may ſay 
with Tertullian, Lib. contra Hermogenem, Adoro Scripture ple- 
mtudinem, &c. 1 adore the Fulneſs of che Scripture, ler 
Hermogenes ſhew that it is: written. 

\ Bur to ſarisfy the World that we are not ſingular 1n our 
Judgments about rheſe Matters, as alſo ro obviate an 
Objeftion of your Paſtor, who tells us in his laft Treas 
tiſe, Pag. 20, © Thar at the rate ſome Baptiſts write ana 
« reporr the Words of the Learnet, they would per- 
* ſwade filly People, all the Learned Men were almoſt 
« Anabaptiſts, an1 av rxu]4xemu, ſeil-condemned, being 
« as they are in Opinion, t:iough of a comrary Pra- 
&« tice. 

I anſwer, That alchough they are of a contrary Pra- 
Qice, I hope that can be no Bar to us from. reciting 
their words in favour of our Opin'on ; For, Firmum eft 
genus probationis, quod ab bpſo advuerſario ſuri.ur, ut veritas, 
ab ipfts inimicis wiritats probetur. Ir 1s a forcible kind of 
Proof, which is raken from the Adverſary himſelf, when 
the Truth is proved from them rthar oppoſe the Truth, 
And I have herein followed rhe Countel of Lattantirs, 
lib. x.c. 6. Ees ſuorum Teſtimonizs revincere, 8c. To convince 
them by their own Teſtimonies, which is the ſtrongeſt Con- 
vition that may be. 

AS it is truly ſaid by Chyſoſtom, Tunc illos maxime recn- 
cimus, cum ſuorum, in eos, difta retorquemus. We do moſt 
forcibly convince them, when we can retort their own 
Sayings againſt them, 

- 
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And therefore as Laftanius, de wtr2 ſapientia, cap. 12, 
fair, Satis firmum Tiſtimonium, ad probandam weritatem, 
q'10d a" ipfes perbibrtur inwmicts. That 15 a ſound Argument 
for the provirg of che Truth, which is ferched from the 
Enemies of che Truch. 

Yea, luppoſe ic were but weak in ir {clf, yer ir hath 
great weighr againſt him tna- rings it. For, as the Ro. 
man Orator obſerves in the like Caſe ; Tum Teſtimonium, 
quod, in aitenare, lewe eft ; in tua, quoniam contra te eft, gra- 
viſt um ofſe thet, Thy Teſtimony, which is bur light and 
frivolous in another Man's Cauſe, yer is weighty in thine 
own, when it is againſt thy ſelf. 4 

Now I fancy that the Reaſon why Mr. Fames would 
not have us urge the Teftimonies of the Learned, for fear 
of ſhewing how cor:trzditory ſome of their Opinions 
have been to their Praftices, is, leſt in ſo doing he alſo 
ſhould be found to be &@y ev]oardxerr©@, condemned 
of himſelf; and that in many places of his Book, parti- 
cularly, when he brings a Poet to prove, that Chriſt was 
not baptized by Dipping. 

And in Paz. 20. he faith, © I would fain know who can 
< prove our Lord Jcſus Chriſt was dipped, or plunged, 
«© 1n his Bapriſm; or any cf tioſe baptized Ones ſpoken 
<« of in the New Teſtiment, were ſo dipped, or plunged ? 

I will give you the Opiniun of ſome Learned Men up- 
on it 11 this very Place, aitho 1 have ſaid ſufficient ro 3: 
elſewhere; and then ſhew you how Mr, Zames is condem- 
ned by his own Pen. 

<< Nowif any one (faith 3{:{donate) ask why the Evan- 
<« oeliſts uſe the Word of Aſcending ? &c., It was becauie 
« Chriſt aſcended, or went up our of che Warer, 1 the 
« which he had been dipi or drowned, 

Lucas Brugesſss, ſaith upor the Piacc, Matth. 3. 16. 

Chriſt deſcended into the Kiver (after rhe manner of 

others that were baptized) as dcep as his Thighs, or 

his Navel, for the rcft of nis Body was dipt by Fobn, 
* and nor ſprinkicd only with Warer. : 

And the Learncd Cajztaz tel's us upon the Place, © Chrift 

aſcended our of the Water 3 iherefore Chritt was baptt- 

zed by Johr, not by Spriakiing, nor by pouring Water 
upon him, but by Immertion, that is, by Gzpping or 
plunging ia the Water. Many 
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Many more Teftimonies might be brought from Men, 
who uſe Rantiſm inſtead of Baptiſm, bur that I have al- 
ready exceeded my firſt Intention. But I ſhall now ſhew 
you, that Mr. Fames ( like the reſt of thoſe I have quo- 
ted ) hath contradi&ed himſelf: For in the ſame 20th 
Page of his Book, where he vapours ſo mighrily, and 
challenges us to prove, that Chriſt, or any orhers, were 
baprized by Dipping, as you have ſeen above ; yet pre- 
ſently he rells us, That Bapriſm was ofc performed by 
Dipping, I gainſay not. And in the very next Page he 
ſaith, I do nor produce theſe Teſtimonies, as cho I would 
maintain that our Lord Jeſus was not dipped, Ir ſeems 
his Conſcience began to check him whilft he was writ- 
. inp. 

And again, in Pag. 25. Who ſpeaks againſt the Anti- 
quiry of Dippizg ? I thought Mr. James had. Bur he goes 
on, Dipping there might be in Chrift's Time, and rhar the 
beſt way of Baptizing, Very well, thenir ſeems we pra- 
iſe the moſt Antient, and the beſt Way of Baprizing, 
by Mr. James's Acknowledgment : And himſelf doth pra- 
iſe the contrary, and therefore muſt needs be ſelf-con- 
demned, as praGtifing the worſt Way ; eſpecially if he 
will confider, Thar there is neither Preceprt nor Precedenr 
for Infant-Sprinkling in all the Word of God. 

Bur to cloſe this Head I am upon: If this be true, thar 
none of the Apoſtles, nor firſt Miniſters of che Goſpel, 
did ever praiſe rhe Sprinkling: of Infants 3 chere muſt 
be ſome good Reaſon why they did i: not : And the beft 
I can think of is, becauſe Chriſt had not commanded them 
ſo ro do, Bur on the contrary, had commanded them to 
baprize Penirent Believers, which were Perſons of grown 
Years; to which Command they were obedient, 

And we have greay Reaſon to account chem faithful : 
For the Apoſtle Pas! proteſts, before an Aſſembly of Mt- 
niſters, As 20, 20, He bad kept back nothing that was 
profitable to them. And in ver. 26. he ſaith, I bave not (hun- 
ned to declare to you all the Counſel of God. If rhere- 
fore the Sprinkling of Infants had been profirable for 
them, or a part of the Counſel of God concerning che 
Churches, we had certainly heard of ir in ſome of Pat's 
Specches or Epiſtles : Burt not one Word being _—_ 

| avourt 


(26) 


abour it, we may ſafely conclude, it was wholly unknown 
to thoſe Times, ( both as ro Subjc&s and Manner ) jt be- 
ing a PraQice both unprofitable and vain, as being built 
upon Humane Authority only, having no Foundation in 
the Word of God : In vain da they worſhip me, teaching for 
Doftrines the Commandments of Men, Mar, 15. 5. 


I will offer an Argument or two, to prove that Infant- 
Sprivkling 1s not of Divine Authority. | 

The Sprinkling of Infants, is either from Heaven, or 
of Men. 

Bur it is not from Heaven: Ergo, Itisof Men. 

If it be from Heaven, the Holy Scriptures have ſome. 
where revealed ic fo to be. 

Bur 1t is no where ſo revealed in the Holy Scriptures : 
Ergo, Ir 1s not from Heaven. 

If it be any where ſo revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
you, or ſome orher, areable to ſhew ir. 

Burt you, nor no other are able to ſhew ir : Ego, Ir 1s 
ng any where ſo revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 


If Mr. Zanrs ſhould tell you he can ſhew ir fo to be, 
ler him give you an Inſtance where it is written, as a Lo- 
gician ought to do, ( the Zfinor being an Univerſal Ne- 
gative ) or Icthim for ever be filent upon this SubjeR : 
For it is written, Rev. 22. 18. If any Man ſhall add unto 
theſe things, God ſhall aid anto bim the Plagues that are writs 
fen in this Boob. | 

I canuot well go off of this Head, without raking no- 
tice of a pernictous Notion which ſome of rhe Learned 
have eſpouſed. 

They will allow us that we are in the right, as ro what 
we aſſert abour the prattice of the Primicive Churches ; 
bur tell us, that cheir Ceremonies may be lawfully uſed 
alſo, which rhcy ground upon this following Suppoſition 3 
Thar it is lawful for Men to bring in things indifferenc 
into the. Church, and join them with che Worſhip of 

od. 

» And as this refers to the Point of Baptiſm, I will brief- 
|| ly relate what paſt ſome Years ago, betwixt Dr. Barlow 
late Biſhop of Lincoly, aud my felf, It was upon this 
I —_ es Occaſion ; 
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Occafion 3 A Name-ſake of mine being taken np upon a 
Capias, 21n1 commircted to Ailesbury Goal, for not havin 

his . Chilu ſprinkled, 1 went to his 1.ordſhip ( after 
ſeveral Mon.hs confinement) to deſire his Diſcharge 3 
and rold him, my Friend was not a Member of any 
ſeparate Congregation, but only doubted of the 
Truth of Infant-Baptiſm,/ which I ſuppoſed his 


Lordſhip thought he might do, and yer be a good 
Chrittjan, ' 


He told me, * Yes, for he ha4 rumblings and toffings 


* about ir in his own Mind in his younger Days, but now 
© he was ſatisfied. 


I deiired then to know the Grounds of his Lordſhip's 
Satisfa&tion. 


He ſaid, «© The Apoſtle Paul, in Rom. 13. and the bes 
«& ginning, exhorted the Chriſtians ro ſubmit ro the 
* Higher Powers, &c. And alſo the Apoſtle Peter ſaid, 


«Submit your ſelves to tuvery Ordinance of Man, for the 


&« Lord's ſabe, &c. Now ( ſaith he) you muſt know 
* that the Convocation met and concluded, that Infants 
< ſhould be baptized ; and the King and Parliament en- 
« attedit; And foraſmuch as we are required to be obe- 
« dient to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, 
& therefore we ought to do it. 

I anſwered ; My Lord, If the Convocation had ſo caon- 
cluded, and the King and Parliament ſo enated, Thar 
Infants ſhould have been baptized 1n the King's Name, or 
in the Name of the King and Parliament as Legiſlators, I 
believe thoſe People might have comphed with ir. 

He anſwered, * That would have been odd. CIO: 

I reply'd, As odd as itis, if they had comply'd with it, 
the Controverſy had been at cud. 

He ſaid, © Thar is true; Bur why cannot they comply 
« with ir now ? 

My Lord, They have got a Notion in their Heads, that 
It is not in the Power of any Man, or number of Men 1n 
the World, to alter rhe Nature of Inftirurions, ſo as to 
make that Divine that is in it ſelf Humane, or that Hu- 
mane thar is in it ſelf Divine. 

The Biſhop reply'd ; © They are right in that, for none 
< can alcer the Nature of things bur God alone. 


why 
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Why then, my Lord, foraſmuch as you do not baptize 
Infanrs i” che Name of rhe King, or King anc Par'iamenr, 
as ao Humane Jnſtrurion, Hur 1n rhe Name of the Father, 
Son, :na Holy 5pirir, as a Divine Inſticurion, rhey cannor. 
comply with it. | : 

« Well ( ſaith he ) there is never a Word of God a-_ 
<« gainſt ir: It is no where ſaid in the Scriptures ye ſhall' *' 
** not baprize Infants. 

I reply'd ; ED, 

My Lord, I ſhall only pur your Lordſhip in mind of the 
Notes of a Learned Man upon rhar of Lev. xo. 1, 2. con- 
cerning Nagab and Abihn, Sons of Aaron, Priefts of the 
Lord 3 who offered ſtrange Fire before the Lord, which 
the Lord commanded them nor. He fairh, Ir is nor ſuff- 
cient ro ſay abour inſticured Worſhip, 1: is nowhere for- 
bidden : For ir was nowhere ſaid before this time 3 7e 
ſball not offer up ſlrange Fire upon mine Altar. Rur becauſe 
there was a Divine Precepr, whar Fire rhey ſhould offer, 
what Perfume they ſhould mix wich rheir Sacrifices, and 
the manner of irs Compoſition : And they not obſerving 
thar Divine Precepr ; bur offering ſtrange Fire, wich the 
Lord comfnanded rhem nor, they were deſtroyed by Fire 
from his Preſence. His Lordſhip only gave me this An- 
ſwer; He would ſpeak to hi: Official, ro be kind to my 
Friend that was in Priſon, ec. bur wholly waved the 
_ in Coutroverſy; and ſo I took my leave, and de- 
parred. | 

I mention not this, as if Ithought this Learned Man 
fingular in this Poinr ; for ir is too manifeſt, that many 
others are of the ſame Sentiments, without which they 
could nor ſatisfy their Conſciences in the Prattice 
of Iniant ſprinkling, and other rhings which they alſo 
praiſe without either Precepr or Precedent from the 
Word of God. 

There are many things very ridiculous, that have by 
Degrees been brought into rhe Church; of which it 15 no 
where ſaid in the Holy Scriptures, they ſhall not be 
done. And that about this yery Ordinance as well as 1n 
orher Matrers. 

 Asfor inſtance 3 


x. Wherc is it forbidden to baprize Bells ? This hath 
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been praiſed by the Popiſh Prieſts, and chat very lately. 
'2. Where is it forbidden to uſe the Sign of che Croſg 
in Baptiſm? as the Popiſh Pricſts do thrice, and the Epi- 
ſcopal once. | 
3- Where is it forbidden to uſe Cream and Spictle, as 
.the Papiſts do, to anoint the Childrens Eyes, Noftrils, 


and Ears, in their Praftice of Bapriſm ? 


4. Where is ir forbidden ro put Salt in the Child's 
Mouth, as they alſo do? and give this Reaſon' for i 
That his Words may be wirh Grace, ſeaſoned wirh Salt. 

s. And where is it forbidden to baptize your Cattle ? 
And yer how ridiculous would it be ſo ro do? Bur perhaps 
Mr. Zames may pretend Scriprure for ic, from his Inter- 
preraticn of 1 Corinth. io. 2. For all their Cattle (of 
which they left not a Hoof behind) were under the Cloud 
and all paiſed through the Sea 5 and were all baptized unto Moſes, 
7n the Clond and in the Sea, The Word is «Camx{iouym, 
which ie leave. ro Mr. W:!'s toimerprect. And { pray ask 
tim if this Wocd, as here uſed 1n the paſſive Form, may 
not be read thus; And they were all overwhelmed unro 
Moſes, as they muſt necds be when the Cloud covered chem, - 
and the Warers were a4 Wall ro them on che Righr-hand 
and on the ſetr. So thar you ſce here 15 the ſame Ground 
to conclude, their Cattle were all baptized as well as their 
licrle Children : But if the Word had been tranſlated 
overwhelmed, who could have dreamt of a Baptiſm from 
this Place ? | 
 ButMr. Fames will have it that there was a Multitude 
of Children baptized by Moſes, and that 1t was done by 
Sprinkling alſo, through che dropping of the Cloud, and 
the daſhing of the Warers 3 and that many learned Men 
doubt nor of it 3 but hath not quoted one of them. Iam 
ure the Dutch Tranſlators, who were Presbyterians, read 
ir thus; Ende alle in Moſen Gedoopt Zin; And they were 
all dipr unto Moſes: And all learned Men do tellus, when 
they ſpeak as Scholars, that Bam, 15 Mrgo, immergo 3 
and how it comes to loſe irs Signification in rhis one 
Place, I cannot imagine. 

But I pray ask Mr. James theſe few things 3 

I- Who told him there was Water in that Cloud ? For 
in the Epiſtle of Ju1e yer. 12. we read of Clouds withour 
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Water: and we muſt. remember that this Cloud was by a 


Miracle, 
2. If it had Water, who told him that ir dropped upon 


the Children of 1ſrae! whileſt they paſt through the Red- 
Sea? His ipſe dizit will nor do where the Scriprure js 
filent. | 

3. How came he ro know that the Waters daſht upon 
them ? I cannot ſuppoſe that he was preſent to ſee it; 


' And if it be nowhere written, *tis but an improbable 


Gueſs. : | 
But to leave off theſe trifling Fancies of Mr. Fames's ; Iet 


us ſee how ir is written, Exod. 14. 21. The Lord made 
the Sta dry Land, and the Waters were divided. 

Ver. 22. And the Children of Iſrael went into the midſt of the 
Seaupon the dry Ground, and the Waters were a Wail unto them 


on their Right-band and on their Left. 


Ver. 29. And they walked upon dry Land in the midſt of the 


Se, 
Chap. 1g. 8. The Waters were gathered togtther ; The 


Flood ſtood upright as an Heap, and the Depths were congealed 


In the He«rt of the Sta. * 
Pſalm 106. 9. He rebubed the Red-ſea alſo, and it was dri- 


ed up; fo be led them through the Depths as through the Wil- 
derniſs. 

Ti::;: ;:.u ſce here 1s not one Word of Sprinkling, or 
of us:*i'; che Water upon them. AS to the Cloud it 
W:. 40 commny Cloud, bur a Cloud thar did conftantly 
attend tkem in thcir paflage through the Wilderneſs 3 ſee 
Exod. «3. 21, 22. And the Lord went bijore them by Day ia a 
Pillar oj; aCloud, &c. He took nor away rhe Pillar ot the 
Cloud !:y day, nor the Pillar of Fire by mighr, from before 
the People. See alſo Numb. 14. 14. Now if the Waters 
were a Wall on each fide, and the Cloud covered them, 
then they muſt need be overwhelmed. Pſalm 10g. 39. 
He ſpread a Cloud jor a Covering, and Fire to give Light in the 
Night. But not one Word of this Cloud's having Water 1n 
It, nor of its dropping upon them. Whar Cauſe have you 
to be cautious, how you admir any thing for Truth upon rhe 
Credit of your Teacher ; who can allow himielf the Li- 
berty to taſk at this looſe Rate about ſacred things ? 


Beſides, if this be to be underſtood of Bapriſm as an Ord1- 
ance, 
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nance, according to the Uſe of the Word in the Ne. 
Teſtament; then I affirm (according ro Mr. Fames's 
Logick) if their Infants were baptized, all their Cattle 
were likewiſe baptized : But I hoge he will be aſhamed 
and bluſh ar ſuch an Expoſition 3 for beſides all other Ab« 
ſurdiries that attend it, Moſes is hereby made the firſt 

' Baptizer, and nor Foz the Baptiſt, But I ſhall leave this, 
and paſs to the third and laſt general Head. 


HI. That the Ordinance of Baptiſm is now fin; being, g@w | \J 
and 1s to continue to the End of the World. as (i 


Matt. 28. 20. Teaching them to obſerve all things what- 
ſeever T bave commanded you ; and lo, I am with you alway, ever 
to the End of the World. 

Now this Ordinance of Baptiſm in Water, being one 
of thoſe things he hath commanded, as in the Words 
foregoing; then the Apoſtles were to teach all the ſuc- 
ceedmg Churches to obſerve it, they being to reach them 
to abſerve all rhings he had commanded them; and to 
which alſo the Promiſe of Chrift's Preſence is annexed uncil 
ths End of the World: The Ordinance it ſclf is therefore 
to continue till rhar rime. 

Beſides, ir was the Care of the Apoſtles, not only ro 
reach thar preſent Age the Will of Chrift, buralſo ro 
have it continued to ſucceeding Apes: ſee 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
Paul's Charge here to Timothy is, The things which thou haſt 
heard of me among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to ſaith- 
fa! Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, And our Lord 
faith ro choſe fairhful ones in Tbyatyra, Rev. 2. 24, 2g. 
1 will pat upon you none other Burden , But that which ye have 
aiready, hold faſt till 1rome. : : 

Bur ſeeing we differ not about 1ts Duration, (although 
we do about the SubjeRs, and the right Manner of ad- 
miniſtring the ſame) 1 ſhall add no more upon this Head. 
Had I been concerned wirh another ſorr of People, I ſhould 
have thought my ſelf obliged to have infiſted more largely 
upon ir. 


I beſeech you conſider what I have ſaid 3 for 1t is in 
true Love to your Precious Squls 3 that you may no lon- 
ger 


(32) 


ger be deceived by falſe Teachers who handle the word 
of God deceirfully : Bur that you may come to underſtand 
the true Doftrine of rhe Goſpel, and imbrace that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints 3 which was ac 
firſt ſpoken by the Lord himſelf, and confirmed by Signs 
and Wonders, and divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy 
Spiric, according to his own Will. 

For there 15 bur one Law-giver to the Church, even 
him who 1s able to ſave and to deſtroy: Hear him in 
all rhings whatſoever he harh ſaid unto you. Go in the 
Footſteps of the primitive and Apoſtolick Churches ; for 
that 1s the right Path, and the good old Way ; walk there- 
in, and ye ſhall find reſt for your Souls. Confider, it is 
the Word that Chriſt hath ſpoken, that ſhall judg us ar 
the laſt Day. The Lord help every one of us who en- 
joy the Lighr of the Glorious Goſpel, to be found obedienr 
thereunto, that ſo we may receive that blefled Sentence ; 
Well done good and faithful Servant, enter thou into the Foy of 
thy Lord, 


